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SCOUT JIM BAKER.

Half a Century of Adventure on the

Mountain Trails in the
Northwest.

Scouting for John C. Fremont and
Marching With Doniphan
to Mexico,

A Venselful 0ld Age After a Life of Danger
Not up o the Latest

Iaventions.

Will C. Ferril in Denver Republican: Re-
cently old Jim Bager, the far-famed seout,
bhunter, trapper and gulde visited Denver,
Now about 80 years of age, he Is the old
est scout in the west, having lhived over
half & century on the frontier. With a
constituti-on that ylelds slowly to the bur
dens of four-score years' he I8 quite hale
and vigorous; but time is doing its work,
and old Jim Baker hias changed more rap-
idly during the past two years. When |
saw him, not long sinee, in this city, he
presented a decidedly broken appearance,

Dressed in & dark suit and blue flannel
shirt, and wearing & white sombrero. he
was standing on & street corner talking
with some fifty-niners of the days of the
reat Pike's Peak excitement But it was
ong before that time that Jim Baker came
to I.ge then wilderness of the Roeky moun-
tains. It was about 1836 that he started
out from the little hamiet of Independence,
Mo., now a suburk of Kansas Ciiy, which
was not lald off until fifteen years later,
For fifty-two years Jim Baker has led an
eventful life on the frontier. Contempor
ary with Kit Carson and the famous scouts
o1 that period, he came before Fremont and
Glipin, Harney and Kearney, and will ever
be a historie ﬁﬁuw in the early settlement
of the Rocky Mountain country.

Jim Baker has scouted for
ex-Gov, Gilpin, and was with them on the
St Vrain, July 4, 18437 when Fremont's
old bowitzer thundered the first salute ever
given the American flag In Colorado. He
was with Deniphan on his famous march
in the Mexican war, and one of the hardest
fights he ever had was in this campaign,en-

{ng & hostile band of Indians in the
mhandlr. Jim Baker was also & scout
with the veteran Gien. Harney at Ash Hol-
low, when the Sioux were driven  back af-
ter & terrible battle, He was with Gen.
Johnston's command in that unfortunate
expedition sent out by the government

ainst the Mormons in 1867

‘o llving scout hias a record like that of
Jim Baker, and but a few of those dead
ever lead so eventful s life. He is the ast
of that old type of hunters that will live in
the romance that always links itself with
the borderland between civilization and
the home of the savage. There Is not &
frontiersman or mountaineer in all the
West Lhat has 80 characteristic & face as
old Jim Baker.

As | stood watching the veteran huuter
and scout | wondered not that some Den-
ver school boys, In passing, should stop and
look up into bis face with an inquiring
glance. They knew not who he was, but
any stranger would stop to look at old Jim

er. Not for an uliarity in dress,
but for his characteristic face and appear-
ance, It Is truly & wonderful face, one
that you mlﬁht study for hours and then
find something new and sattractive in it.
His picture is in the studio of every Denver
artist. 1t is the type for all their models.
There I8 none other like it. His beard is
white and grizzied, ‘I'be long, wavy b
reaching down on his shounlders, is now al-
most silken white. When 1 first knew him
there were heavy stréaks of dark mingled

remont and

with the ¥, but they are now
nearl white, There are deep
wrinkles on the forehead and in

the face. The eye, which in by-gone years
was unerring in the alm of the rifle, is now
getting dim, but still possesses much of the
eagle glance of half & century ago. Nature
has chiscled the features of old Jim Baker,
rugged like the rnniw rocks; bronzed and
tanned by sunshine and mountain storm,
with wrinkles, made heavy and deep by
great age; with hair white, like mountain
sunows; grim-visaged, brave as a lion, '\-n-r.
gentle and modest as o ehild; the hero of a
thousand thrilllng adventures on the plains
and in the mountaing, old Jim Baker looks
verily what he is—the last and truest type
of the American hunter that for 300 years
has been blazing a trall for elvilization
from the Atlantic to the Pacifie.

When Jun Baker came west there were
no white women in the Rocky Mountains,
and he married a Shoshone squaw, by
whom he has ralsed a family, It was s
Squaw or no wife in those days. Some of
the ploneers say that Jim Baker married
two squaws, one of whom he sent back to
ber tribe in Inter years, and the other was
stolen from him. It was & good thing for
the squaw thiet that he was out of the way
of Baker's rifle, for the old scout would
have killed him. Love did not always run
smooth even In those early days on the
frontier

Jim Baker knew every phase of Indian
life, and was known to all the chiefs of the
gl"'ll tribes Next to Kil'. Carson he was
the erack rifle-shot of the frontier, and Car-
son often acknowledged that Jim Baker
was his only rival in the use of the rifie.
His last work as a scout was during the
Ute outbreak about ten years ago, when
Father Meeker was massacred.  With
plenty in his old age, he lives on his ranch
on Soake river, near the northern Colorado
boundary line, oceasionally hunting and
fishing and following his favorite sport of
trappiog the beaver, and about once & year
he comes to Denver, hunts up some of the
ploneers, talks over reminiscenses of the
early days, and then returns to nis moun-
tain home,

On one of these periodie visits to Denver
Jim Baker for the first time saw a street
car. To him It was a remarkable invention
to see “the stage-like thing' pulled along
on s track. e was so drlmﬁlnd that he
:Erm the entire day riding to the end of

e track apd back on the various lines. A
ride like that for & nickel seemed like »
very small fare. Visiting Denver at still &
Iater period, be thought he would take an-
other ride on the street cars. He was not
up with the times, and was greatly alarmed
on seeing the car ranning along without
without horses attached to it. Rushing to
the rear he jumped as If for his life and
fell sprawling In the street. It was an
¢lectric car and old Jim Baker could mot
understand. Skeptical in his views of the
hereafter, and like the old-time hunter, he
is Inclined somewhat to the Indian idea of
the Great Manitou. In speaking to a
friend afterward about the electric ear In-
cident he sald, “He didn't know whether
there was a God or not, but thought then
there might be ome.™

The following incident, one of hundreds
that eould be told of this Ismous secout, well
illustrates his nerve and daring. He and
another hunter onee when crossing the
mountains eame upon twe young grizzly
bears. I think we can get l.lf with the
varminta with our hunting knives,” sald
Baker to his friend. ‘The bears were sure
game with their rifles, but this was no
sport for these two frontiersmen, and so
t or each singled mﬂuly. unsheathed
their knlves and # for bruln. It was
& harder task they thought, tor the griz-
zlles, though nnt quite grown, were strong
and made the fight long and dangerous.

Baker's grizzly almost had him in his
lron grasp once, but with & quick turn of
his knife Baker cut into the stomach of his
an Then, turning about to see
how his companion had come out of the
fight, Baker made the discoyery that his

friend had fled and & second grizzly bear
was closing upon him. Baker was tired
out by the first enconnter, and now he was
compelied o mest another, and there was
no time to get his rifle. 1" was s terrible
struggle, but Baker was fighting for his
Iife and not for srort. It was some thmoe
before he killed the bear, weakened as he
had been In he first contest. A hunter
who ean “.ul two grnizzly bears with a hunt
Ing *Lare, one lmmedistely after another,
wiist have been a wan of terrible strength
and iron nerve.

I'he growth of the west seems almost
like & dream to old Jim Baker. When he
started for the Hocky Mountains there
were but few prople in the iransmissiasippl
eountry, for St. Louls then had only & few
thousand inhabitants.  New empires and
common wealths have sprung up sines then
and he has lived to see it all. Now 15 000,
00 people live west of the Mississippl
river. A pew clvilization has come, and
the rallroads now climb the mounfains
where he used to blaze the trall. Old Jim
Baker's work s done; hls mission is over,
but he will live in history, not only
for his great work in helping to nrﬁh the
WAy for this new civilization,
but for his nobility of character and worthy
deeds without number. When 1 see Jim
IBaker 1 always think of the old trapper
that James Fennimore Cooper made famous
in the story of the “Prairie,” the last of the
Leatherstoeding Tales. It is a beautiful
pleture the novellst draws of the death
scene of the old trapper among the Paw-
nees of the plains, Life wasted away asa
candle Hickers out. 5o 1 have thought old
Jim Baker would pass away, for old age,
and not disease, is slowly weakening the
once vigorous and (ron frome of this famous
hunter and scout. His burden of years is
heavy, and soon he will eross that un-
known trall we all must follow.

BELLE STARR'S ADVENTURES,

A Daslre to Avenge & Brother Started Her
L
Carver as n Dosperado,

Fort Smith, Ark., special: New f
concerning the adventurous carcer of Bl
starr, recently killed in the Indian Terrf®
tory, are constantly coming to light. Ae-
cording to a lawyer of this eity who knew
Belle from her infancy, and defended her
in each of her trials, her father, John
Shirley, removed to Carthage, Mo., trom
(Ghio, twenty years befure the war and
kept & hotel known as the Carthage House,
where Myra Shirley was born.  Her early
years were spent at home and nothing
occurred to break the family eirele
until her eldest brother, Allison Shirley,
was murdered towards the end of the war
by Kansas jayhawkers. The day after the
murder Myra was iu the saddle in hot pur-
sult of her brother's murderers. The prev-
wlenee of border warfare and the great
number of straggling troops then in south-
western Missouri gave the young daredevil
umJ:le np'm)rtnnuy to show her prowess
and win the flattery she hked. Although
grief at Allison’s death killed Mrs. Shirley,
the wayward girl never again went home
to stay, but linked her fortunes with the
famous band of ﬁuerﬂlu. headed by Quan-
trell.  John Shirley went to Dallas county,
Texas, soon after the war censed and was
often visited by his daughter when it be-
came necessary for her to hide from the of-
ficials in Kansas and Missourl.

After Quantrell's gang disbanded, Myra
fell in with the James and Younger broth-
ers, and lived with Cole Younger, although
they were pever married. She sald that
he was the father of her beautiful daugh-
ter, Pearl Younger, who is also & notor-
lous woman in the Indian countr um.(.

While on s visit to her aged father in
Texas ghe met and married s desperado
named Reed, and by bim had a son who
wias one of the first to reach her dead body
last Monday. Heed was shot and killed
by United States officers st Paris, Tex., in
1866, and it was just before his death that
the woman, then known as Belie Heed, stole
$52,000 from Walt Grayson, a Cherokee
Indian, forcing him to deliver the money
at the muzzle of s six-shooter. She
¢laimed to be an Indian and was tried in
an Indian court. To find her gulity would
have been like assaulting the entire neigh-
borhood, and the court acquitted her after
A short trial, in which the terror of the
court itself was the most interesting feat-
ure,

As soon as Heed was buried Bell married
a full-blooded Creek Indian, named Sam
Starr, and thenceforth she was known as
Belle Starr.  Their honeymoon was spent
in this eity in the United States ecourt,
where both were tried and found guilty of
horse steallug and sent to the Detroat jail,
Upon her return to the Indlan country she
was arrested for larceny and acquitted.

Sam Starr was killed in a brawl four
years ago and Belle then began living with
Jim Starr, alias Bill July, her late hus-
band's brother. Jim corroborates the
statement given here. No other person
named Belle Starr has ever been heard of
in this country.

The world-wide reputation of Ayer's
Sarsaparilla is the natural result of its sur-
)assing value as a blood medicine, Nothing
n the whole pharmacopwia, effects more
astonishing results in u‘m*uln. rheumb-
tism, general debility and all forms of
blood disease than this remedy.

“1 have used Ayer's Pills for the past
thirty years, and am satisfied | should not
b alive to-day if il had not been for them.
They cured me of “{"p'}?’"‘ when all other
remedies falled.”—T. P. Bonner, Chester,
Pa. Ayer's pills are sold by all druggists,

On to Washington,

During the “late unpleasantness” the-
motto was “On to Richmond!" Now the
ery is, “On to Washington!" to witness the
inauguration of Gen. Harrison on the 4th
of March. The display on that oceasion
will surpass in magnificence any previous
inauguration. To the people of the north.
west, *The Burlington” offers s rate of one
fare for the round trip, from sll stations.
The elegant equipment, superb track, and
fast time of “The Burlington,” with s
ability to ake care of great excursion par-
ties, make it the popular line for this oe-
casion, and it nas already been selected by
the Minneapolis Flambeau club and their
friends for the Washington journey. Tiok-
ets will be on sale st all stations from Feb,
27 to March 2, Inclusive, good to leave
Washington on the return trip vp to the
evening of March 8,  For tickets, rates and
any information, call on your local ticket
agent, or address W. J. C. Kenyon, gen-
eral passenger agent. St. Paul.

Dr. Bo-san-ko.
In his new discovery for consumption, sue-
ceaded in producing & medicine which is
acknowledged by all to be simply marvel-

ous. It Is exceedingly pleasant to the
taste, perfectly harmiess, and does not
sicken. In all cases of consumption,
coughs, colds, whooping cough, croup,
bronehitis and pains in the chest it has
iven universal satisfaction. Dr. Hosan-

o's Cough and Lung Syrup s sold at 60
cents by K. 8. Hale & Co.
Cure for Slck Headaches.,
If you want & remedy for biliousmess,
pimples in the face, and & sure cure for
siek headache, ask I 5. Hale & Co,, the

druggists, for a frve sample of Dr. Gun's
Liver Pills. Ouly one for & deee. Full

hox 25 cents,

There I8 0o asvger i giving Chamber-
Isin’' Cough Remedy t ehiliren, as it con-
talns no Injurions substar o besides it is
unequaled fur eolds and eronp  Chidren

likelt. For sale by H M Parchen & Co.

Children Cry for Pitcher’s Castoria.

HOWARD SRERER,
Vice-Pre:ldent,

A, 4. DAVIDSON,
Presldent

B. F. WHITE
| ressnrer

A. ]. Davidson & Co,

(INCORPORATED. )

THOS, J. DAVIDSON,

Jobbers and Dealers in

Agricultural Implements,

HARNESS AND HORSE CLOTHING

GENERAL AGENTS FOR
Bain Wagons, Whiteley Steel MOWERS and Binders, Cham.
(pinn Mowers, Bonanza, Tiger, and Hollingsworth Hay Rakes,
Jiiver Chilled and Moline Steel Plows, the Flying Dutchman
Sulky Plows.
CONCORD HARNEKSS.

- Common Harness of all Styles. Buggies, Carriages, Moun-
tain Spring Wagons, Delivery Wagons, Carts, Buckboards,
A Full Line of EXTRAS.

HODGSON,

ARCHITRECT,

301 Drake Block, - - - 3t. Paul, Minn.

I have carried out the very best work in Helena, and will
carry ont all work entrusted to me in the shortest time and give
clients the benefit of a wide experience,

All Helena and Butte work given preference in time.

A competent superintendent always at hand.

YENRY KLEIN, Presidoni.
T, L. RICHARDS, Vice President

e - . s

T. . ELEINSUHMILDT, Treasurer.
BAM'L L BILVERMAN, Soc'y & Gen"l Man'y

ontana Sampling Works

(INOORPORATHD)

HELENA, » . MONTANA.
OEFICE AND WORKS NEAR DEPOT.

THLEPHONR 187 P. 0. BOX 88t

Ores of All Kinds Bampled ene Setisfestian Quaranisss. PFeor Partiouiars sddress Managet
Montana Bampling Warks.

HELENA LUMBER CO

Buessssors to 7/ M, Opombe.)

Rough and Finishingi Lumber
FACTORY WORK

Orders by Malil will recelve Prompt Attention. Corres
pondence solicited. Yard and Factory near N. P Depot.

i G, Sen g Sy

Mine and Mil Supplies, lrom Plpe and Hl;lnnh:ﬂ- Goods, Plumbers', Gas and Blaam Pliten
uppliss,

203 N. Main St., - - - - = -

NOBLES EXPLOSIVE DYNAMTIE
ITUDSON’S IMPROVED POWDER
GIANT POWDEE

tssemmenced by Miners, Raliross Oontrastors, and sndorsed the publis in genersl n
Sirongest, Bafest and Baeel of dlnl.n-:fdm? -

A. M. HOLTER HARDWARE (O,

FERGUSON & JOHNSON'S
Daily Stages

BETWEREN

MURRAY AND THOMPSON FALLS.
Easy and Comfortable

— e——

Helana

Fine Spring Coaches Sleighs.

- e
# Leave Murray and Thompson Falls Every Morning Except
Sunday at 7:30. Carries U. S, Mail and Fxpress.

FAREONB5.00.

Offices next door to Fashion Stables, Murray & Allen’s
Hotel, Tohmpson Falls.

Secrelary,

CLARKE, CONRAD & CURTIN

32 and '4 Main Street, Helena, M. 1

Wholesalenna Rotall Dealors ip

Heavy, Shelf & Building

HARDWARE.

lron, Steel, Horse and Mule 8h ses, Horse Nails,
Steel Nalls, Mill Supplies, Blacksmith's Goods,
Hose, Belting, Tinner's Stock, Force and Lift Pumps,
Gas Pipe and Fittings, Carpenters’ Tools

Sols Agenta for the Oslebraies

‘SUPERIOR"” and Famous “ACORN"

Cooking and Heating Stoves,
And W. G. Fisher's Olnolunat Hotel and Famlly

WROUGHT IRON RANGES.

Centennial Refrigerators, Ice Chests, Water Coolers,
Ice Cream Freezers, Wood and Willowware, Glass
and Queensware, English and American Cutlery
Prench and American Mirrors, Plumbers Goode ana
Supplies, House Furnishing Goods, Eto, Kte

Bverybody e respectfully invited wycali snd inepest the LAKGEST snd most TOM | e

WNOLESALE AND RETAIL STOEK OF COQDS [N TN»
NORTHWEST

Ovders free the Osuntry Bulieited ane Messive Prompt Attention ane Onisment
RESPEQTFULLY

CLARKE, CONRAD & CURTIN,

A. M. HOLTER HARDWARE CO

——DEALERS IN——e

General Hardware

Mining Machinery and Railway Suppliss,

Weston's Differential Pulley Blocks,
Hand Blowers and Forges,
Atkins Silver Steel Saws,
Lumbering Goods,

Fire Brick,

Mica Roofing,

O K Building Paper,

Iron, Steel and Wire Nails,
Also Carry the Most Complete

Assortment of Builders' Hardware
IN THE MAFKHT,

Agents for Atlas Engines and Boilers, Knowles Steam Pumps,
Howe Scales.

“ARTHUR P. CURTIN.
Furniture, Carpets, Wall Paper

HOUSE FURNISHING GOODS

Having loasad the two uppr floors of the David son block and connected the same with our
Immense salearooms, we now occupy four entire floors extending through the whole block
Jackeon to Maln strest, stocked throughont with goods of ever ryf- and st prices that cOm pa-
titlon, B purchase mads BTHICTLY PUR CABH hl{(il”l"l.\' PNIJ‘ FIRST HANDS and
shipped in CAR LOADS ONLY. An examinstion of goods and com parison of prices solicited,

Music Department.
PIAN()S,_ ORGANSand MUSICALMERCHADISE

JNO. T. MURPHY & CO.
Wholesale Grocers

AND DEALERM

CIGARS AND

~ CLOSING OUT SALE
CARPETS.

To make room for stock to arrive I will sell Carpets at cost

for 30 days.
]. R. SANFORD,

LIQUORS, TOBACCC,

TELEPHONE 178,

An Established Fact is that Prices are Lowest at the

I X L

ONE DOOR NORTH OF THE

BAZAR

GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL




